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059287 101821Z/40 

OR 101758Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8475 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA 
AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
USMISSION USUN 
USMISSION USNATO 

SECRET PARIS 08536 

EXDIS 


Message Text 


E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: SO, US, ET, PBOR 

SUBJECT: HORN OF AFRICA: FRENCH VIEWS ON SOMALI 
WITHDRAWAL 


REFS: A. STATE 61431. B. STATE 61340. 

1 . AMBASSADOR CONVEYED REF A POINTS TO QUAI SECRETARY 
GENERAL SOUTOU MORNING OF MARCH 10 AND GAVE SOUTOU TEXT 
OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S MARCH 9 PRESS CONFERENCE STATE- 
MENT (REF B). 
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2. SOUTOU SAID GOF WOULD ISSUE A STATEMENT LATER IN 
THE DAY EXPRESSING SATISFACTION WITH SOMALI DECISION 
TO WITHDRAW ITS FORCES FROM OGADEN. SOUTOU THEN SAID 
HE HAD BEEN MOST INTERESTED TO HEAR AMERICAN REPORTS 
OF MENGISTU'S STATEMENT THAT ETHIOPIA WISHED TO REMAIN 
NON-ALIGNED. CERTAINLY, SOUTOU SAID, IT WAS IN 
WESTERN INTEREST FOR ETHIOPIA TO BE NON-ALIGNED, BUT 
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HE DOUBTED THAT THIS WAS POSSIBLE. THE MORE VIOLENT 
AND REPRESSIVE MENGISTU'S DICTATORSHIP BECAME, THE 
MORE HE WOULD BECOME DEPENDENT ON THE SOVIETS TO 
MAINTAIN HIS REGIME. SOUTOU THOUGHT IT WAS EVEN 
POSSIBLE THAT MENGISTU WAS BEING DELIBERATELY MISLEAD- 
ING WHEN HE CLAIMED HE WANTED TO REMAIN NON-ALIGNED. 

3. SOUTOU SAID THE WEST'S "NUMBER ONE OBJECTIVE" IN 
THE PRESENT SITUATION SHOULD BE TO SAVE SOMALIS AND 
TO KEEP SIAD BARRE IN PLACE AS ITS LEADER. HE NOTED 
THAT THE AFRICANS WERE VERY STRONG ON RESPECT FOR 
EXISTING FRONTIERS; IF THE SOMALIS FOLLOW THIS RULE IT 
WILL BE POLITICALLY VERY DIFFICULT FOR ETHIOPIA TO 
VIOLATE SOMALIAN FRONTIERS. SOUTOU BELIEVED IT HAD 
BEEN WISE TO REFUSE TO ASSIST THE SOMALIS WHILE THEY 
WERE OCCUPYING THE OGADEN. 

4. TEXT OF GOF DECLARATION, AS ISSUED BY QUAI SPOKES- 
MAN, FOLLOWS: 

"THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT HAS NOTED WITH GREAT 
INTEREST THE DECLARATION BY WHICH THE SOMALIAN GOVERN- 
MENT HAS DECIDED TO PROCEED TO THE WITHDRAWAL OF ITS 
COMBAT TROOPS IN OGADEN IN ORDER TO CREATE THE CONDI- 
TIONS FOR A NEGOTIATED SOLUTION. THIS DECISION CON- 
FORMS WITH THE POINT OF VIEW CONSTANTLY DEFENDED BY 
FRANCE AND WHICH HAS BEEN THE OBJECT, DURING RECENT 
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MONTHS, OF MANY COMMUNICATIONS AND EXCHANGES OF VIEWS 
WITH THE MOGADISCIO GOVERNMENT. THE EFFECTIVE WITH- 
DRAWAL OF SOMALIAN TROOPS OPENS THE WAY FOR A SEARCH, 

BY NEGOTIATION, FOR AN EQUITABLE AND PEACEFUL SOLUTION, 
AND SHOULD LEAD TO THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE FOREIGN TROOPS 
WHICH HAVE PARTICIPATED IN THE CONFLICT." 

5. IN FURTHER COMMENTS TO THE PRESS, THE QUAI SPOKES- 
MAN NOTED THAT IT WAS "PERHAPS REGRETTABLE" THAT SIAD 
BARRE "SOMEWHAT DELAYED" TAKING A DECISION WHICH NOW 
RISKS APPEARING TO RESULT FROM THE EVOLUTION OF THE 
MILITARY SITUATION. SPOKESMAN ADDED THAT IN ANY EVENT 
FRENCH DO NOT BELIEVE ETHIOPIAN FORCES WILL VIOLATE 
SOMALIAN FRONTIER, SINCE ADDIS ABABA HAS GIVEN ASSUR- 
ANCES ON THIS SCORE AND ETHIOPIA "WOULD HAVE NO 
INTEREST" IN ENTERING SOMALIA. 

6. WE ARE RECEIVING QUESTIONS FROM FRENCH AS TO 
WHETHER WE CONSIDER IT POSSIBLE TO GET THE SOVIETS 
AND CUBANS OUT OF ETHIOPIA BEFORE THE ETHIOPIANS HAVE 
ALSO SETTLED THEIR ERITREAN PROBLEMS. WOULD APPRECIATE 
GUIDANCE ON THIS POINT TO USE IN REPLYING TO FRENCH. 
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